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SECRET ADDIS ABABA 2162 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS PINT ET 

SUBJ: EMBASSY COMMENTS ON LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 
REE: ADDIS ABABA'S 2158 (DTG 201822 EEB 76) 

WE HAVE BEEN STRUGGLING TO MAKE SENSE OF RECENT EVENTS HERE, BUT 
FIND GENERLAIZATIONS ARE DIFFICULT. ONE CAN HEAR WIDE GAMUT OE 
EXPLANATIONS. WITH SOME HESITATION WE INCLINE TOWARDS FOLLOWING. 

(1) LEFT-RADICAL AND PRO-SOVIET WING OF DIRG HAS SEIZED 
INITIATIVE. 

(2) ARRESTEES ARE USUALLY FROM WEALTHY EAMILIES, NON RADICAL, 

AND SOME ARE CONSERVATIVES. (3) ONLY SENSIBLE EXPLANATION FOR 
ARRESTS OE MANY WOMEN INCLUDING WIDOWS OF FORMER EIGURES MAYBE 
AS WARNING TO OTHER CONVERVATIVES TO FALL IN LINE WITH 
REVOLUTION AND NOT TO SKIP COUNTRY LEAVING EAMILIES BEHIND. 

(4) OAU MINISTERIAL MEETING BEGINS IN TWO DAYS AND SOME SOURCES 
ASSERT THAT ALL OR NEARLY ALL THOSE ARRESTED WILL BE FREED BEEORE 
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MEETING BRINGS FOREIGN DIGNITARIES AND NEWMEN TO TOWN. (5) 
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IF THEY ARE INDEED FREED IN NEXT FEW DAYS WE WOULD BE STRENGTHENED 
IN OUR SURMISE THAT ONE ORIGINAL PURPOSE OF ARRESTS WAS TO 
INITIMIDATE AND GIVE SHARP WARNING TO "REACTIONARY'' ELEMENTS 
TO SUPPORT GOVT POLICIES OR ELSE. (6) ANOTHER PURPOSE MAY BE 
COMBINATION OF DEMONSTRATION OF STRENGTH BY MENGHISTU AND 
RADICALS IN DIRG, AND THEIR BID FOR SUPPORT FROM OTHER DISAFFECTED 
RADICAL ELEMENTS AMONG STUDENTS, TEACHERS AND TRADE UNIONISTS 
WHO HAVE CRITICIZED GOVT FOR NOT BEING RADICAL ENOUGH. 

HUMMEL 
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